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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — LEAD CONTAMINATION 

351. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations: 

I have a supplementary question. I go back to my initial question. The commissioner called for an independent 
testing of the ring main. It has not been done. The Department of Health is not an independent authority. It owns 
the hospital, so is the minister going to undertake — 

The SPEAKER: When you have a supplementary, you have to ask a question. It is not a public debate. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: I reiterated the first part. 

The SPEAKER: Are you querying my decision? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: No; just clarifying. 

To go back to the minister’s answer. He has failed to follow up the Building Commission recommendation for an 
independent inquiry into the ring main. Why is he letting consumers and health people use the health facilities at 
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital because he is not following through with the recommendation given to the minister? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I wonder how many times John Holland met with the Leader of the Opposition. He still 
will not say that. He will not tell us why he meets with John Holland, so let me make it clear. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! I call the member for Hillarys to order for the first time! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Let me make it clear. The Liberal government — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: It’s the Building Commissioner. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The Building Commissioner has not reported to me. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: He gave it to you. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: He has reported to the Department of Health and the Department of Treasury. He is an 
independent officeholder. I deliberately had no involvement in the preparation of the report. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You received it. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: He works in the agency; he does not work for me. He is an independent officeholder. The 
government responded to his request for an independent review by commissioning the Chief Health Officer, who 
is independent of government. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Who manages the facility. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It might be nice for the Leader of the Opposition to talk to John Holland all the time, but 
in four years in government — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It seems that members opposite do not understand that I have no control over the 
Building Commissioner. He is an independent officeholder. 
The SPEAKER: Members! I said yesterday that if this continues, I will cut question time straight off. You have 
asked a question. You might not like the answer, but that is the one you are getting, the same as what happened 
when you were on the other side. Just because you are on that side it does not make any difference. Wind it up, 
minister. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: You have failed to respond to the Building Commissioner. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Every recommendation from the Building Commissioner has been actioned. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: No. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Every one has. I make it clear that the Chief Health Officer is an independent officeholder 
and he has done the review. 
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